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Mohammad we  loved at Mekka, the  simple truth-
loving bearer of good tidings to the Arabs.

Yet behind this engrafted character, formed by the
difficulties of his position, by the invincible jealousy
and treachery of the tribes he governed, the old
nature still lived, and ever and anon broke forth in
fervid words of faith and hope in the cause and the
promises that had been the light and support of his
early years of trial. In the later chapters of the Koran,
among complicated directions for the Muslim's
guidance in all the circumstances of life, we suddenly
hear an echo of the old fiery eloquence and the expres-
sion of the strong faith which never deserted him.

Surely the character of Mohammad has been mis-
judged. He was not the ambitious schemer some
would have him, still less the hypocrite*and sham
prophet others have imagined. He was an enthusiast
in that noblest sense when enthusiasm becomes the
salt of the earth, the one thing that keeps men from
rotting whilst they live. Enthusiasm is often used
despitefully, because it is joined to an unwortbg^a&se,
or falls upon barren ground and bears no fruit. So was"
it not with Mohammad. He was an enthusiast when
enthusiasm was the one thing needed to set the world
aflame, and his enthusiasm was noble for a noble
cause. He was one of those happy few who have
attained the supreme joy of making one great truth
their very life-spring. He was the messenger of the
One God, and never to his life's end did he forget
who he was, or the message which was the marrow of
liis being. He brought his tidings to his people with